MITIGATING THE SPREAD AND IMPACT OF CORON
(COVIB19) IN NEBBI DISTRICT

INTRODUCTION:

The Coron&/iruswhich was first confirmed in Wuhan (China) in December 21049 spread all over the world,
becoming a global pandemic. The spread of the virus has since brought governments and countries all over the
world to a standstill, with almost all major institutions skddwn, and all community/social gatherings
includingbusinesses aréanned leaving onlgssential onesUganda, has consequently not been spared as
strong and tighter regulations including staying home have been imposed since Mdtcl2(3M) and has

been encouraged upp-date as more cases of the virustive country are unearthed every dakyor now, over

60 Daysof the lockdown in Uganda, a lot of families are struggling and most othalse in periurban
7ocommunities andhe rural pooras resources for sustdinglivelihoodseem to get scarcer

Additionally, looking at the poor state of health facilities and medical services in most developing countries,
including Uganda, the thought @f wide-spread scenario of COVID puts thousands or millions of lives of
those in most vulnerable states at verghirisk. It istherefore, against this background, that Action for Rural
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prevention of this dangerous scenario in remote communities of Nebbi District (dipaSukcounty),
providing muchneeded handwashing kits tmajor social and community centers, as well as engaging in
community sensitization efforts to raise awareness about the threat posed byCO¥IB19 pandemic,
highlighting basic prevention meass at homesteads in the communities of reach.

DISTRIBUTION GIANDWASHING KITS

The World Health Organization and different international health agencies have thoroughly emphasized the
great importance of handwashing in the fight against Gd@dIt has been proven beyond doubt that, regular
washing of hands with clean water and saapcleaning of hands with alcohbhsed sanitizers have over 95%
efficiency in killing the virus got through contacts. For the rural communities of JupangiraoGuiy,
including major offices within Nebbi District, access to appropriate handwashinchdstsbeen a major
challenge. ARUWE, through the partnership with Signpost International, donated aft@talamdwashing kits



on May 19" 2020 under the Covidl9 Response Grant aimed mitigating the spread and impact @brona
Virus Covid-19) within Nébbi District Included among the recipient communities were the Residence District
Commissioner and Jupangira Stdunty offices, community markets or social centers, social ceraers the
bordering stationsvith the Democratic Republic of Congo.
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Highlights of distribution exercise for the seven (7) handwashing kits donated to Jupango@uBtyb Nebbi District

INVOLVEMENT IN THE DISTRICT COVIBSK-ORCE

Following directives from the president biganda, His Excellency Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, sample collection,
managementand curtailing of all COVAD® cases was decentralized to local government level at the districts
under the leadership of the Residence District Commissioners. Each distaisligstd its COVHDO taskforce

to oversee all efforts in the fights against the invisible enemy (COWIDARUWE team was as well invited to
be a part of the development partners that are combining efforts with the district team to mitigate the spread
and impact of COVHD9 within Nebbi DistrictThe team meets every Friday from (9:6én to midday).
Therefore, all support (500 COVIB information posters printed in the local language (Alur), and the 7
handwashing kits) that came through the COY®Reponse grant to the communities of Jupangira Sub
county, were first handed over to through the Nebbi District CGMFaskorce on FridayMay 15", 2020
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official handover ceremony of donated Cetfilsupport items by ARUWE in partnership with Signpost Internatior



The Nebbi District Covid9 TasKorce expressed great gratitude for the donations towards their efforts in
helping prevent the spread of Cowtl9 within the district.¢ KA & & dzLJLJ2 NI KI & F dzNI K S NJ
stakeand strategic engagement within thaistrict.

TRAINING OF COMMUNITY COMOASK-ORCE (VILLAGE HEALTH TEAWSS)

On Saturday 16Mary 2020, ARUWE, with support from Nebbi District Health Officer, conducted training for 7
selected Community CovitP Task-orce that consisted of mainly Village Health TegnigHTs) tasked with

the mandate for raising awareness within the entire Jugiean Subcountry (Nebbi District) about the threat of
Covid19 at homestead level. Mr. Jude, who is one of the training experts at the district, helped equip the team
with key information about Corona Virus, including current infections, recoveries anddext death at both
global and local levels; how the virus is spread; how it can be prevented; current efforts in finding
treatment/vaccines; and our roles in ensuring all those in our communities have the right information and fully
step up to practice th prevention measures to deter infections and/or spread of the virus. A lot of questions
aboutmyths on the Covid9 were answered andtdhe end of the trainingeach VHT was given some copies

of the Covidl9 information Poster to help guide them in themmmunity sensitization efforts.
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Highlights oftraining forselected Community Covl® Task-orce that consisted of Village Health Tean(gHTs)
workingwithin Jupangira Subounty. The training was held on Saturday’ May 2020.



